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The return of forests to formerly environmentally and socially degraded landscapes in 
Appalachian Ohio is a welcome trend. But how do these forests differ, in form (including forest 
extent, species composition, and land-cover patterns) and function (including benefits of the 
forest like timber, recreation, privacy, and wildlife habitat), from those forests present at the 
time of European settlement? Prof. Munroe will discuss ongoing research to study these 
recovered forests as an emergent property of a complex socioecological system. 
Understanding how social and environmental processes, dynamically interacting over time 
and space, lead to ongoing forest changes is an important part of predicting similar forest 
changes elsewhere, and knowing what will be required to maintain forest cover into the future. 

 

Prof. Darla Munroe is an Associate Professor at the Department of Geography, Ohio State 
University and currently a Fulbright Fellow at our institute (until February 2012). 
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